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Moral Courage (Thomas and Chaleff)

Selflessness (Cambridge Dictionary)



(Rozsa 2020)

18,356 Protests 
(Korhonen 2024)



What is the importance of 
displaying selfless moral 
courage when fighting to 

achieve a goal?



Table of contents

Influential Figures White People

African Americans

(Hippkins and Menkart 2024)



Influential figures - Martin Luther King 
Jr.

(Robinson 2024)

“My hope is that it will be 
nonviolent. I would hope 
that we can avoid riots 
because riots are 
self-defeating and 
socially destructive” 
(Abdurraqib 2017).



Influential figures - Martin Luther King 
Jr.

(MADEO 2019)

“He refused to allow 
prison, violence or the 
threat of death sway his 
end mission. Instead, he 
stood beside his goal of 
achieving rights for all” 
(National Civil Rights 
Museum 2024).



Influential Figures - Rosa Parks

“The life of Rosa Parks is a 
testament to the true 
power of selflessness 
and being willing to 
sacrifice yourself for the 
greater good” (Richard 
2020).

(Bryne 2022)



Influential Figures - Overall Impact

13 Months 
(Stanford 
University)

(Black Mail Trivia 2015)



African American Protesters - Jimmie Lee Jackson

(“The X on the Map : White Lies”)

Shot twice in the abdomen, 
leading to his death 
(Adegbile 2015).

(Adegbile 2015)



African American Protesters - Selma to Montgomery Marches

(Lawrence 1975)



African American Protesters - Selma to Montgomery Marches

“Police used billy clubs, whips, 
and tear gas to attack hundreds 
of civil rights activists beginning 
a march” (“Bloody Sunday” 2015).

(Glass 2015)



African American Protesters - Impact
“The Selma Marches 
would become a 
watershed moment that 
led to the passing of the 
Voting Rights Act of 
1965” (National Archives 
2020). 

((Alabama Department of History and 
Archives 2024)



White Protesters - Sacrifice

“White citizens were viewed 
as traitors by their southern 
communities, and many times 
distrusted by the Black 
communities they sought to 
assist” (Clark 2009).

(Thompson 2013)



White Protesters - James Reeb

After Reeb’s death, President 
Lyndon B. Johnson passed the 
Voting Rights Bill to Congress. 
He stated that the fight against 
segregation was no longer an 
issue in Selma, but for equality 
throughout the country 
(“James Reeb” 2016).

(White 2015)



White Protesters - Joachim Prinz
 “The march was 
successful in pressuring 
the administration of 
John F. Kennedy to initiate 
a strong federal civil 
rights bill” (Stanford 
University 2023).

(Fischer and Pasternak 2014)



Counter Argument

(Stewart 2018)



Solution
● Sacrifice

● Putting the group 
over oneself



Limitation
● Does not ensure the 
success of the movement
● Risking one’s future



Conclusion

Throughout history 
selflessness and moral 

courage have been 
displayed to help achieve 
goals, such as civil rights 

movement
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