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People longing For the
past, when in reality, the
past was not as great as

remembered (Norberg

2022).



18 Million living veterans in the United states
(Schaeffer 2023).
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How do veterans’
wartime experiences
impact them by
causing False
nostalgia?
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Memory

“1t was an emotional moment fFor me”
(Powell 2004).

(Burns et al. 2021) (“Honoring General Colin Powell” 2025)



“l saw so many awful
things | can’t fForget”
(Hill 2020).
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PTSD
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1.2 Million Veterans
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PTSD

“l refFused to talk to
anyone about it even
when Army health
professionals told
me | heeded to
(Huerta 2012).

(Huerta 2012)



PTSD

“lI had a secret that | kept from everyone. As |
aged, my PTSD turned into ‘Flashbacks,’
nightmares, and three suicide attempts”

(Hansen 2019).

(Hanson 2019) (Bergland 2025)



Injuries
One Out OF Every Ten Soldiers
PTSD, Health Issues, Job Security

(“Combat-Wounded Veterans | Forwardfree.org” 2017)



Injuries

"But still they wish
the old dad was here,
which | understand. |
wish he was here,
too” (Gildea 2008).

(Grobar 2021)



Counter Argument

“A sense of belonging, a sense of community,
camaraderie and esprit de corps” (Menestrel
nd Kizer 2019).
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Counter Argument

“The experiences that you go through together
out in an environment like this, [they make] you
grow closer together” (Reed 2024).
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(“The Brotherhood” 2021) (“Premium Photo” 2022)



Solutions

e Therapists

e Support Groups

e Prevention of
Suffering



Limitations

e Overcrowding

“The Facility is so overcrowded that
unused wheelchairs are being stored in
the hall, and nurses are stationed in
what used to be a corridor” (Siner 2016).



Conclusion

It is essential to ensure that veterans'
well-being is kept in mind when going to
war, as so many soldiers risk their lives

For the safety and freedom of the
citizens of the United States.
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